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Introduction  
 
 

‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 

their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 

birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together 

provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they 

grow up.’ 

 

 Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, 2021 

 
 

Principles  

The EYFS is based upon four principles:  

A unique child. 

We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident    

and selfassured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates.       

Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use 

praise and encouragement as well as celebration and rewards to encourage and develop a positive

 attitude to learning.   

Positive relationships.  

We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure relationships and    

aim to develop caring, respectful and professional relationships with the children and their        

families.  

Enabling environments.  

We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s   

development. Through observations, we assess the children’s interests, stages of development   

and learning needs before planning challenging and achievable activities and experiences to        

extend their learning.   

Learning and development 

The Early Years classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely 

There is continuous access to both the inside and outside learning environment. Both areas are 

organised to encourage children to be independent learners 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aims  

It is every child’s right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive          

contribution and with economic wellbeing. The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young       

children achieve these five outcomes. We will provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will 

enable each child to develop personally, socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically, creatively an

d intellectually to their full potential. Each child is valued as an individual and teaching and          

learning is based on the understanding that children develop at different rates. 

 

 At Guston Primary School, we aim to: 

 Provide a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and development for 

the children to experience as they begin their journey through school. 

 Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place firm 

foundations for further learning and development in Key Stage 1 and beyond and enable choice 

and decision making, fostering independence and self-confidence. 

 Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child 

to progress. 

 Develop excellent relationships with parents and carers to build a strong partnership in 

supporting their children. 

 Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of 

the individual child including those who have additional needs.  

Learning and Developing  

The EYFS Curriculum – Our curriculum for the Foundation Stage reflects the areas of learning 

identified in the Early Learning Goals. 

The prime areas are 

 Communication and Language – Listening and Attention, Understanding and Speaking  

 Physical Development – Moving and Handling and Self-care  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Making relationships, managing feelings and 

behaviour and Self-confidence and Self-awareness the specific areas of learning develop 

essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. 

 The specific areas are:  

 Literacy – Reading and Writing  

 Mathematics – Numbers and Space, Shape and Measures  

 Understanding the World – People and communities, the world and Technology  

 Expressive Arts and Design – Exploring and using media and materials and Being Imaginative  

 

 



 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 The EYFS also includes the characteristics of effective teaching and learning. The Reception 

teacher plans activities within the Reception classroom with these in mind. They highlight the 

importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically 

about the world around them.  

The three characteristics are; 

  Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

 Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties 

and enjoy achievements 

  Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas; make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Play 

 Learning through play is an important part of our Reception classroom. We believe children 

learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them. Using children’s 

interests as a starting point, we provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in 

which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make sense of the world. They 

have opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children 

as well as on their own. They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and 

experience at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their 

own interests and inspire those around them. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, 

communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take 

an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and extending 

their play.  

Teaching 

 Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and 

through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. The Early Years team respond to each 

child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive 

interaction. As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts 

towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for 

year 1. 

Assessment  

During the first 6 weeks in Reception, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using a 

baseline test (RBA). These assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the 

cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme for individual children and groups of children. 

  

 



 

The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers 

to record their observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their pupils’ 

progress towards the Early Learning Goals. It covers each of the seven areas of learning 

contained in the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage 

 

We record each child’s level of development against the 17 early Learning goals as Emerging, 

Expected or Exceeding. We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this 

information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. 

Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form of both formal and informal observations, 

photographic evidence and through planned activities. Assessment is completed regularly and 

involves both the teacher and other adults, as appropriate. The collection of assessment data in 

the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory requirement.  

The teacher keeps progress records and learning journals containing examples of each child’s 

work. The Learning Journals contain a wide range of evidence that we share with parents at the 

end of each term. 

Target tracker is updated at the end of each term. This provides a summary sheet for each 

child which feeds into the whole-school assessment and tracking process. We record each 

child’s level of development within the Development Matters age-bands. 

 At the end of the final term in Reception we send a summary of these assessments to the LA 

for analysis. The child’s next teacher uses this information to make plans for the year ahead. 

We share this information with parents in the end-of-year report.  

 

Developing positive relationship with parents 

At Guston Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong, confident and 

independent from being in secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, 

professional relationships with the children and their families. Parents as Partners - We 

recognise that parents/carers are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value 

being partners with them in their child’s education through: 

  Talking to parents/carers before their child starts school at our meet the teacher afternoon 

  Arranging, where possible, visits by the teacher to all children in their home setting prior to 

their starting school. 

  Providing a handbook of information about commencing Reception at Guston 

  Outlining the school’s expectations in the Home-School agreement.  

 Inviting children to spend time in Reception Class for three induction visits before starting 

school. 

 Holding a parent consultation early in the academic year to establish how a child is settling 

into the school environment.  



 Operating an open door policy for parents/carers with any queries or concerns. Conversely, if 

Foundation staff have concerns about the progress of a child, they will immediately approach 

parents and carers to discuss them. 

  Written contact through the school newsletters. 

  Publishing a Curriculum topic map detailing the areas of learning and the overarching theme of 

the term as well as a class newsletter 

  Sharing regularly the children’s ‘Learning Journey’ with parents  

 Offering two parent/teacher consultation meetings per year at which their child’s progress is 

discussed. 

  Sending a written report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of their time in 

reception.  

 Parents are invited to a range of activities throughout the school year such as assemblies,       

workshops, Christmas productions and sports day etc 

Safeguarding & Welfare 

 ‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are 

met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.’ (Statutory 

Framework for EYFS 2021) 

At Guston Primary School, we understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare 

requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2017. 

  To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in 

confidence 

  Promote good health 

  Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development 

and individual needs 

  To ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access to 

them, are suitable to do so 

 Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose it was 

intended for 

Good Health   

All children are provided with a healthy snack each day as well as being given the choice of milk. 

They have access to water at all times.  
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